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ANN ASHARD WEBB    

‘EDUCATOR & BENEFACTOR TO THE HISTORY OF SUFFOLK’ 
 
In 1901 Ann Ashard Webb was born in Broad Street, Haverhill. She was the eighth child of 
Stephen and Elizabeth, Ashard being her mother’s maiden name. She went to the Council 
Schools, later to become known 
as the ‘Cangle School’. From here 
she was awarded a scholarship 
worth £15 to the Cambridge 
County High School and from this 
school passed the Senior 
Cambridge Certificate with a 
distinction in English. She then 
appears to have come back to her 
old school in Haverhill probably as 
an uncertified teacher. Then at 
the age of twenty she went to 
Stockwell College to be trained as 
a teacher.     This would have been a familiar view to Ann as a young child. 

 
In 1923 she started her career in education by teaching in various schools in Suffolk and 
Yorkshire. When the opportunity arose in the 1930s, she became the head teacher of her old 
school in Haverhill. After Haverhill she became heads of schools in Dover, 1936 and then at 

Ealing. Then she took a complete 
change of direction in her career 
and became a college lecturer at 
Borthwich College in London and 
finally as a Senior Lecturer in 
Goldsmith College,  gaining on the 
way a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
history, Bachelor of Science in 
psychology and a Master of Arts in 
philosophy. Her 38 year career in 
education came to an end when 
she retired from Goldsmiths in 
1961. (Left: Goldsmiths College)  
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After she had retired she went with a friend, Hettie, to live in a cottage in Horseheath, 
Cambridgeshire. They both worked hard not only to renovate the building but also to restore 
the gardens. However Hettie’s family lived in Hull, so they moved to a flat, 9 Minster Court, 
1159 Holderness Road. It was there in 1985 but she corresponded with me. A great tragedy 
happened in 1987 when her dear friend Hettie was killed in a car accident. She suffered 
dreadfully from this loss, as I remembered from the tone of a letter she wrote to me at the 
time. She would have been 86 and she sold the flat and came back to live in an old peoples 
home, Uvedale Hall in Needham Market Suffolk. 
 
She died in 1996 at the age of 95 and as previously arranged, she bequeathed to the School of 
History and Centre for East Anglia Studies at the University of East Anglia at Norwich a sum of 
money to be used for publishing histories of Suffolk. 
 
From these barebones we can go into more details about aspects of her life. See appendix for 
details of source material for this article. 
 
Broad Street in 1901 was one of the most up market streets in Haverhill and her parents would 
be reasonably well off. In the 1901 census her father was 39 and was a grocery manager and 
her mother was 38. Their eldest daughter was 17 and a draper’s cash clerk, while a 16-year-old 
son was an auctioneer’s clerk and his 14-year-old brother was a watchmaker’s assistant. There 
was another daughter of 4 years and two younger sons seven and that at the time of the 
census it appeared that Ann had not yet been born. Stephen and Emily were to live in Broad 
Street for a quite a number of years. 

 
Ten years later the 
1911 census shows 
the Webb family at 30 
Broad Street. Annie 
and a brother Edward 
have been born since 
the last census. 
Stephen and his wife 
Elizabeth had been 
married for 29 years 
and during that time 
had 10 children, one 
of whom had died. 
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When I was editor of the Haverhill Historian and brought out a special Cangle School edition to 
celebrate the centenary of the school. I managed to get a few of the Head Teachers who had 
taught at the school to write a piece about their time there. Unfortunately Miss Webb had just 
suffered the lost of her friend Hettie and was unable to give me her account till later on and it 
appeared in a later edition. In it she describes her time there as a pupil. In the infants class, ‘A 
large card with the letter ‘A’ on it was held up and we had to repeat the sound in unison, my 
introduction to reading’. Another teacher, Miss Cendle ‘went round a map of England with a 
pointer. I can nearly remember nearly falling asleep!’  She disliked needlework but enjoyed the 
lessons in literature by Miss Gowers and nature study by Miss Callow. She considered that this 
awakened a love of poetry, reading and the love of the countryside. This helped her gain a 
distinction in the Senior Local Examination. She also mentions what she calls an elite of men 
and women in the town ‘…who were anxious to develop their own education and indirectly 
helped me to form interests. A neighbour talked to me of the “Golden Treasury” and corrected 
some of my grammar, another was knowledgeable on the history of the town and a 
dressmaker lent me her classics in English Literature’. She describes that this ‘corps’ of 
educated people had a great influence in other ways in the town and on individuals. They 
would probably be the main stay of the Literal Society of which Haverhill had one and acted 

has an enlightened community. The 
distinction in the Senior Local 
Examination gained her a scholarship 
and £15 a year which paid for her fare 
travelling to Cambridge and back. She 
describes her time at Cambridge County 
(Grammar) School as the most enjoyable 
years of her life. It appears after her time 
as an ‘uncertified teacher’ at her old 
school at Haverhill, she went to 
Stockwell College(photo left) for a two 
year course to be trained as a teacher.   

 
John Baxter in his article ‘Ann Ashard Webb (born 1901)’ paints a loving portrait of the College 
which was the oldest in the country and ‘had a reputation that was second to none’, but 
closed in about 1977. He quotes from the final Stockwell College Old Students’ Association 
book, published in the centenary year of its founding in 1992. It described a time in 1920s 
when Ann was a student here. 
 
‘The college was a four storey Edwardian building in Stockwell Road. Students had cubicles in 
long dormitories….The wooden partitions did not reach the floor so there was little privacy and 
it was possible to climb over them or drop a wet flannel on a sleeping student next door! The 
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single bedroom contained a wooden chest of drawers, painted white, a wash stand jug and 
basin, a hanging wardrobe….Time was well organised for the seventy five students who arrived 
each year to live in a sort of advanced boarding school regime. There were daily morning 
prayers at nine followed by lectures morning and evenings except Saturdays and Sundays. We 
had to be in by nine p.m. on those free days and were only allowed to visit people on our 
visiting list which were given by our parents…..Food was just adequate, traditional, not 
imaginative. We all rushed down to breakfast, stood by our slice of streaky bacon and 
remained standing till staff had walked sedately to the top table……Once a year, there was the 
excitement of the College dance and we could invite a boyfriend (though very few had one) or 
have a boy from St Mark or St John colleges directed to our College especially for the dance!’ 
(See appendix). 
 
It was only a two year course to pass exams and become professional teachers. The handbook 
describes the students as being happy, stretched and given a vision of service ‘we can never 
estimate what Stockwell gave to the teachers and through them to the children - a vision - a 
purpose, a culture, an inspiration, an education which will live on….’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: Ann’s teacher registration record shows she was registered  on 1st July 1926. It lists her 
attainments, details her training and lists her experience from 1919 when she was an assistant 
mistress in Haverhill Council Boy’s School. 
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Ann gained a valuable experience in teaching in Suffolk, but mostly in Yorkshire. The schools 
were up-to-date buildings and the teaching vigorous. But when she became head of the Girls 
and Infant schools at Haverhill, she found it a bit of a shock. The school appeared to have 
changed very little since she had been a pupil. Four teachers were still there who she 
remembered from her time as being a pupil. There were also four young trained teachers and 
four uncertified. Although they were a splendid staff they needed to widen their horizons, 
tackle new subjects and bring their methods up-to-date. Ann described this as her main tasks. 
She admits she probably made a number of mistakes but she felt the school became a lively 
place. She introduced many new innovations. A sports day was introduced, a junior orchestra 
started, a parent/teacher association initiated, craft work began, school visits taken, a survey 
of local history made and a special class for slow learners organised. She admitted that this 
took time to organise. 
 
The children she thought were delightful, ‘not all clever but all receptive, well mannered and 
friendly.’ It was when she became head of a London school, she realised what a difference the 
environment can make. Ann was at Haverhill for six years and when it came to leave she had a 
feeling of sadness with leaving her colleagues but also a feeling of anticipation of pastures 
new. The experience she had received at Haverhill was used to a large extent at her lectures 
and tutorials. Also many anecdotes which she describes as being not only entertaining, but 
also illuminating. 
 
After Goldsmiths and retirement, Ann was back in the Haverhill area and with Hettie started to 
restore the house and garden at Horseheath. John Baxter thought this a rather daunting task 
for someone in their sixties (the garden took five years to restore) but she and Hettie were 
very active judging by their travels abroad. When they moved to the flat in Hull they visited 
every European Country except two and also Russia, Iceland, North Africa, Turkey and United 
States and Canada. Ann described these travels as ‘all very mind enriching’ and of these years 
as ‘making many friends, experiencing a good and full life, full of contentment.’ 
 
It was at this time she wrote to me as editor of the Haverhill Historian. Being born and bred in 
Haverhill and not only having attended the local school but becoming its head teacher, she 
was interested in the history of the town. She had been sent a copy of ‘A glimpse into 
Edwardian Haverhill’. She wanted to join the group and asked for a copy of a ‘Glimpse of 
Victorian Haverhill’ She informed me that while she was head teacher, she had collected old 
pictures of the town and with her staff gathered information about Haverhill and it's District’s 
past. She was very supportive and full of praise for our work. 
 
The Webb family as portrayed in the ‘Webb Family Story’ (see appendix) were a friendly bunch 
and they often met up for parties. John Baxter mentioned the first, held in Birdbrook in 1974. 
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He records how he met Ann and Hettie for the first time. Meeting someone of the extended 
family he observed, would have been rather daunting, but he describes how Ann was so easy 
to get on with. 
 
Ann moved into Uvedale Home (photo right) 
in Needham Market at the age of 90 in 1992 
where she died on 14th May 1996.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In her will Ann left £110,000 to the School of History 
and Centre for East Anglia Studies at the University of 
East Anglia at Norwich, stipulating that the legacy 
should be used to support and encourage the study of 
the history of Suffolk. Since then several books have 
been published using these funds. 
 
 

(above: extract from the 17th Jan 1997 
 issue of Broadview, a UEA publication) 

 
 
 
 
 
Author: Patrick Crouch 
2017 
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The lasting testament to her life is the bequest she made to the School of History, University of 
East Anglia for the publishing of books on the History of Suffolk. In the forward of Mark 
Bailey’s book, ‘Medieval Suffolk’ there is an account of what she wanted. ‘Her aim was a 
creation of a series which follows the traditions of W.G. Hoskin’s classic ‘The Making of the 
English Landscape’ and Norman Scarfe’s ‘The Suffolk Landscape’, works she regardedas 
models of their kind.’ She wanted books to combine high standards of scholarship with 
readability and enjoy an appeal both within and beyond an academic community. 
 
LIST OF BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA USING ANN ASHARD 
WEBB’S BEQUEST 
 
Middleton, Stewart; ‘Inward Purity and Outward Splendour: Death and Remembrance in the 
Deanery ofHunwich, Suffolk 1370-1747.’ 2001 
 
Harper-Bill, Christopher; Rawcliffe, Carol; Wilson, R.G. (eds) ‘East Anglia’s History: Studies in 
Honour of Norman Scarfe’. 2002 
 
Harper-Bill, Christopher (ed); ‘Medieval East Anglia’. 2005 

Bailey, Mark; ‘Medieval Suffolk: An Economic and Social History 1200 – 1500’. 2007 

 
APPENDIX 
 
Sources used 
 
Correspondence: 
Miss Ann Ashard Webb to Mr Crouch, 11th June 1985 and 27th June 1985. 
 
Articles: 
Anne A. Webb B.A. B.Sc. M.A. ‘The Cangle School’ in Haverhill Historian Vol. iii, No 7. 
John Baxter, ‘Ann Ashard Webb (b 1901)’ in ‘The Webb Family Story’ June 1994 
Mark Bailey, ‘Medieval Suffolk: An Economic and Social History 1200 – 1500’. Forward. 


